Effect of rat and beta-human interferons on hyperacute experimental allergic encephalomyelitis in rats.
Human interferon-beta (human IFN-beta) and rat interferon (rat IFN) were evaluated on experimental allergic encephalomyelitis (EAE) in rats, a delayed cellular reaction resembling human multiple sclerosis (MS). Rat IFN was active by intravenous and intracerebroventricular routes. It decreased the severity of clinical symptoms of paralysis during the 22 days of the assay. Human IFN-beta, on the contrary, had no effect when similarly tested in this rat model. Cyclophosphamide delayed the onset of paralysis, but levamisole enhanced the severity of the EAE.